FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY ADMINISTRATION

Overview: The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration's (FMCSA) primary mission is to prevent
commercial motor vehicle-related fatalities and injuries. Large trucks represent about three percent of
registered vehicles; however, they account for 7 percent of the vehicle-miles traveled on our Nation's
highways, and are involved in 11 percent of all fatal crashes. Truck-related fatalities in 2002 were 4,897,
compared to 5,111 in 2001, a reduction of 4.2 percent. The commercial motor vehicle fatality rate, fac-
toring in increases in commercial motor vehicle miles traveled, was reduced to 2.28 in 2002, a reduction
of 7 percent from 2001 (2.45), marking the fifth consecutive year the rate has been reduced. While sig-
nificant progress is being made, much more needs to be done. The 2005 budget request for FMCSA,

$455 million, will help meet this challenge.
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FY 2005 Budget

Motor Carrier Safety Operations & Programs: $228 million is requested to support critical motor
carrier program activities that will reduce crashes, save lives, and prevent injuries on our Nation's high-
ways. The FY 2005 budget proposes the following funding requests aimed at meeting DOT's strategic
goals and performance targets:

* Highway Safety - $176 million is dedicated to reducing the incidence and severity of commer-
cial truck and bus crashes by advancing motor carrier standards and rulemaking; increasing

compliance with Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations through enforcement operations;
enforcing safety regulations at the borders; extending motor carrier safety education and best
practices; overseeing certification of physical qualifications to operate motor carriers; improv-
ing commercial motor vehicle safety information and analysis; and advancing technological
solutions.

* Hazardous Materials Safety - $11 million is requested to reduce the number and severity of
commercial motor vehicle hazardous materials (HAZMAT) incidents through enforcement and

compliance operations, research, and technology.

* Hazardous Materials Security - $8 million is requested to improve the security of motor carri-

er transport of hazardous materials through outreach and security operations.
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Commercial Motor Vehicle Productivity - $4 million is requested to improve the efficiency and
integrity of commercial truck and bus transportation by ensuring compliance with Federal Motor
Carrier Commercial Regulations through increased household goods carrier enforcement, educa-
tion, and outreach efforts, and maintaining a nationwide safety violation and consumer com-
plaints telephone hotline.

Organizational Excellence - $29 million is requested to increase accountability and program per-
formance through meeting the objectives of the President's Management Agenda in the areas of
Strategic Management of Human Capital, Citizen-Centered E-Government, Competitive
Sourcing, Financial and Procurement Performance, and Budget and Performance Integration.
Efforts focus on evaluating and improving business practices and processes that support program
delivery.
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Motor Carrier Safety Grants: $227 million is requested to maintain aggressive State enforcement of
interstate commercial truck and bus regulations as part of the Federal/State partnership aimed at meet-
ing DOT's strategic goals and performance targets:

e Highway Safety - $217 million is requested to support State enforcement, regulatory compati-
bility, and safety information capabilities. This includes $168 million dedicated to Motor Carrier
Safety Assistance Program (MCSAP) State grants. Grants will be used to support State motor
carrier compliance reviews; conduct roadside inspections; enforce violations noted in roadside
inspections; and ensure that new commercial trucking firms pass a safety audit within the first 18
months of operations in order to receive permanent registration. State safety enforcement
efforts at the international borders are funded at $23 million to ensure Mexican and Canadian
trucks and buses adhere to the same safety standards as U.S. motor carriers. In addition, $22 mil-
lion is included to improve State commercial drivers' license (CDL) oversight activities to prevent
unqualified drivers from being issued CDLs, and $4 million is provided for the Performance
Registration Information Systems and Management (PRISM) program, which links State motor
vehicle registration systems with carrier safety data in order to identify unsafe commercial trucks
and buses.

e Hazardous Materials Safety - $10 million is requested to continue a grant program in support of
State HAZMAT enforcement and regulatory compatibility at the international borders with
Mexico and Canada to ensure that all points of entry to the U.S. transportation system are forti-
fied with comprehensive safety measures.
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